


 Special purpose taxing district created for the 
delivery of fire protection in 1959

 Approximately 53 square miles encompassing 
the valley from 124th north to the county line; 
west to 243rd, and east including Stossel Creek, 
Lake Marcel, Lake Margaret, and Mtn View

 The City of Duvall was annexed into the 
District in 1986

 Career and volunteer members



*white outlines indicate developed parcels

*gray shading indicates undeveloped parcels



 2000 – $4.2 Million (20-yr) to build two 
stations (headquarters and eastside) at a 
cost of 32 cents/$1000 Assessed 
Valuation

 2009 – refinanced for lower interest

 2011 – remaining bond obligations 
defeased due to the economy and time 
passed from issuance

 2018 – last payment for 2000 bond



 Old model – volunteers respond from home

 Duvall, Lake Marcel, Big Rock, Mtn View

 Changing times, changing laws, changing 
response model

 Still use volunteers

 All personnel (career and volunteer) work 
shifts, respond from one location



 2013 – WSRB performs first fire protection 
evaluation in over 15 years.  Changes in criteria 
disallowed the volunteer station at Lake 
Margaret.  425 residential parcels penalized. 
Some residents advise that their insurance has 
doubled in cost or cancelled 

 2017 – WSRB performs another evaluation (on 
schedule) and disallows the Big Rock station; 
adding another 500+ residential parcels to the 
penalized group



 1998.  Two career minimum during the day, 
often (but not always) two volunteers at night.  

 Day: two FF/EMTs

 Night: Two FFs, one has to be an EMT or defib tech

 2017.  Four career minimum, 24/7, 

 All are FF/EMTs, one is a qualified supervisor, other 
specialties

 Supplemented with volunteer/part time FF/EMTs 
for up to six on duty. 



 Response times for both fire and medical 
responses are critical

 Insurance companies have loosely associated miles 
to minutes and target an initial response time of six 
minutes

 Fire can double in intensity every minute

 Irreputable brain damage can occur if deprived of 
oxygen for five minutes or longer



*Colored areas are within five-miles of a staffed fire station





 Shorter response times within the District –
eight minutes minimum to downtown from 
mutual aid departments (i.e.: Carnation, 
Redmond, Monroe and Woodinville).

 When headquarters unit(s) are on other calls

 During flooding or other weather events

 Typical commuter traffic

 More resources locally in the event of a disaster



 2000 – bond passed that included funding for the east station.  The 
District begins to search for property

 2007 – the District purchased property on Kelly Road from DNR
 2010 – the economy drops and the station project is suspended
 2011 – the bond money for the east station is defeased
 2013 – following the WSRB report, the Board of Fire 

Commissioners restarts the plan to build an east station
 Improvement costs and expanding wetlands make the Kelly Road 

property too expensive and restrictive.  
 2017 – Kelly Road property is sold back to DNR for its purchase 

price
 2017 – the District purchases property on Cherry Valley Road and 

318th and begins due diligence for functionality and buildability



 On August 1, 2018, the Board of Fire 
Commissioners for Duvall King County Fire 
District 45 voted to bring this proposition before 
the voters at the November 6 general election. 

 This proposition would authorize the Fire District 
to construct and equip a new fire station located in 
the eastern portion of the district and make 
improvements to the headquarters fire station.   If 
approved, the Fire District will issue $7.65 million 
in general obligation bonds to be repaid in a 
maximum of 20 years by an increase in property 
taxes.



 The ballot measure proposes a 20-year tax levy 
of approximately $0.17 per $1,000 of assessed 
value, which would cost the owner of a 
$500,000 home $7/month or $85/year.  The 
cost will vary based on each property’s 
assessed value (AV).  

 The table shows property tax rates for Duvall 
Fire over the last five years and the forecasted 
rates for 2019; assuming bond approval.  



Year 
Assessed

Regular 
Taxes

Excess Levy Bond Total per 
$1000/AV

2019
(estimated)

$1.27 $0.31 $0.17 $1.75

2018 $1.27 $0.31 $0.06 $1.64

2017 $1.38 $0.35 $0.13 $1.86

2016 $1.45 $0.38 $0.14 $1.97

2015 $1.37 $0.37 $0.18 $1.92

2014 $1.39 $0.46 $0.39 $2.24



 A new station on Cherry Valley Road @ 318th

 A new engine for that station

 A new aid car

 Upgrades to the headquarters station (HVAC, 
water heater, etc.) 

 Upgrades to the training station (parking lot, 
bay doors, etc.)





 2800 sq ft living/work area designed to match 
the neighborhood

 Energy and cost efficient

 318th will be paved along the property to 
include an improved area for the mailboxes 
and trash/recycle bins for the houses off of 
318th

 Two-bays that will support an engine, aid car 
and brush truck

 Four sleepers/bunk rooms



 Will the bond pay for staffing? No, the bond is 
specific to capital purchases/improvements

 How will you pay for staffing? Since the 
passing of I-747, we have become “levy 
dependent” meaning that we are capped at 1% 
of the previous year without a levy.  This 
requires an initiative for funding every three or 
four years.  We anticipate the next levy request 
in 2020.



 Website: www.duvallfire45.com

 Facebook: Duvall-King County Fire District 45

 Email: dburke@duvallfire45.com (Chief Burke)

 Phone: 425-788-1625

 Questions?

http://www.duvallfire45.com/
mailto:dburke@duvallfire45.com

